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Background: CARES Act 
Stimulus Payments

• CARES Act: Stimulus bill passed by Congress in response to 
the economic fallout from COVID-19. 

• Stimulus Payments: The CARES Act authorized one-time 
payments of $1,200 (+$500 per child) to individuals. Also 
known as Economic Impact Payments (“EIP”).
• Married couples receive $2,400 (+ $500 per child).
• Individuals with incomes below $75,000 are eligible to receive the full 

payment.  Individuals with incomes up to $99,000 are eligible to 
receive a partial payment.  Double income limits for married couples.

• Payment Method: A payment is received as a direct deposit, 
check, or prepaid debit card.
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Submitting a Claim for a 
Stimulus Payment

If you filed a 2019 Tax Return:
If you filed a tax return before October 15, you should receive a 
stimulus payment.

• Individuals who receive Social Security, disability, or Railroad Retirement 
benefits income should have automatically received a stimulus payment 
from the IRS.

• If you submitted a claim but were denied solely because you were 
incarcerated, the IRS will re-process your claim and should issue your 
payment shortly.



Submitting a Claim for a 
Stimulus Payment

If you were not required to file a 2019 tax return: 
• Individuals with incomes under $12,200
• Married couples filing jointly with income under $24,400

Register online using the IRS’ online tool by November 21, 
2020.

• If you don’t have internet access:
– Someone you know can register for you.
– If you were incarcerated for any period on or after March 27, 2020, you can 

submit a simplified paper return to the IRS by November 4, 2020.
– For everyone else, there is conflicting information about whether the IRS 

will accept paper claims until October 30, 2020. We highly recommend using 
the online tool.



Example Claim Submissions



Claim Using the IRS’ Online Tool



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Locating the IRS Online Tool

Step 1:
• Type the following link into your internet browser: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-

payment-info-here
OR
• search for “IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers” and click on the first link.

Step 2:
• Click on the button “Enter your information”

• On the next screen, click on the button “Get Started”

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here


IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 0: Create an Account

Notes: When you create your account, the IRS will send a verification email to the email address that you 
enter.  You need to click the link in the verification email to verify your email address before you 
submit your return using the online tool!



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 1a: Enter personal information



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 1b: Enter dependent information and banking information

Notes: 1) Enter Identity Protection (“IP”) PINs if your dependents have them.  The IRS has a tool to retrieve 
previously issued IP PINs.  2) If you do not have a bank account, your payment will be mailed to the 
address you entered in the Personal Info section.  



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 1c: Enter Identity Protection PIN (if applicable)

Notes: Enter Identity Protection (“IP”) PIN if you have one.  The IRS has a tool to retrieve previously issued 
IP PINs.



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 2a: Enter 2018 Adjusted Gross Income (“AGI”)

Note: If you did not file a return for the 2018 tax year, enter zero in the Taxpayer AGI space. If you are filling 
out this form jointly with your spouse and he or she did not file a return last year, enter zero in the Spouse 
AGI space.



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 2b: Sign Your Return



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers
Step 2c: Submit!



Paper Claim: Simplified Tax Return







Mailing Your Return + Additional 
Information for Submitting a Claim
• If you are located in Michigan, mail your paper 

return to the below address.
– Department of the Treasury

Internal Revenue Service
Fresno, CA 93888-0002

• For additional information about submitting a paper 
claim, please refer to the IRS website at the 
following link: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/file-
a-simplified-paper-tax-return

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/file-a-simplified-paper-tax-return
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Quick Recap / FAQs
• Who can submit a claim for a stimulus payment? Anyone 

who has a work eligible Social Security number and who has 
not yet received a stimulus payment.

• How do I submit a claim? Using either the IRS’ online tool or 
by mailing a simplified paper tax return to the IRS.
– We highly recommend using the IRS’ online tool if you have access to 

the internet.



Quick Recap / FAQs
• When do I need to submit a claim by?

• Using the IRS’ Online Tool: November 21, 2020
• Paper Claims: If you were incarcerated for any time on or after March 

27, 2020:  November 4, 2020.
• Other: Unclear if you still can submit a claim, but you may be able 

to by October 30, 2020.  We highly recommend you submit your 
claim through the IRS’ online tool.

• What happens if I do not submit my claim by the deadline? 
You will likely not receive your stimulus payment in 2020, but you can still 
receive it in 2021 by claiming it on your 2020 taxes (that you file in 2021).
• Note: The IRS, however, is encouraging inmates to submit paper 

claims even after the November 4 deadline. 

https://www.lieffcabraser.com/pdf/IRS_payout_updates.pdf


Quick Recap / FAQs
• Will filing a 2019 return affect your EIP if you filed a 2018 

return and have received a payment?
• No. The IRS used information from your 2018 return to calculate your 

payment amount since you have not filed your 2019 return yet. 

• What if I received a payment that is less than what I believe 
I should have received?
• If you did not receive the full amount that you believe you are 

entitled to, you will be able to claim the additional amount when you 
file your 2020 tax return (in 2021).



Quick Recap / FAQs
• Where will an incarcerated person’s stimulus check be sent?

• The stimulus check will be deposited in the person’s bank account or 
sent to the person’s address that is provided on the person’s stimulus 
claim, which is most likely the facility where the person is 
incarcerated.

• Will an incarcerated person’s stimulus check be used to pay 
off court fees, fines, and restitution?
• Yes. An incarcerated person’s stimulus check that is deposited into 

their prisoner trust account will have up to 50% of the stimulus 
payment deducted for things like court fines, fees, restitution, and 
child support. 



Quick Recap / FAQs
• Can an incarcerated person claim a child as a dependent for 

a stimulus payment to receive the extra $500?
• It depends.  A person can only claim a child as a dependent if the child 

lives with the person for over half of the year or if the person 
provides over half of the financial support for the child. 

• What if my spouse already claimed a stimulus payment?
• If your spouse already submitted a claim with your name included to 

receive a stimulus check for a married couple, you will not be able to 
receive an additional stimulus payment.  
• Check the IRS's Get My Payment tool to see if a stimulus check has been claimed 

and paid under your name.  If you cannot determine whether your spouse already 
received a payment for a married couple, try submitting a claim for your stimulus 
payment.  The IRS’ systems will deny this claim if your stimulus payment was 
already paid as part of your spouse’s earlier claim.

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment


Quick Recap / FAQs
• Can I submit a claim for a person who is incarcerated using 

the IRS’ online filing tool?
• Yes. It is believed that the IRS anticipates unpaid assistors using the 

online portal to help people who do not have access to the internet 
submit claims. 

• Note: The IRS, however, has given conflicting information in response 
to this question and stated that it believes all claims should be filed 
by the claimant themselves. A paper claim, signed by the claimant, is 
the safest option when possible. 



Quick Recap / FAQs
• How many incarcerated people can I help submit a claim 

using the IRS’ online filing tool? Will I get in trouble for doing 
so?
• We do not recommend using the IRS’ online filing tool to submit 

claims on behalf of numerous incarcerated individuals.  Doing so 
could cause the submissions to be flagged in the IRS’ system and may 
lead to further investigation by the IRS.  

• Further investigation by the IRS could prevent the individuals you are 
trying to help from receiving their stimulus payments.  It could also 
expose you to potential criminal prosecution because the IRS has not 
officially stated that people can submit stimulus claims on behalf of 
incarcerated individuals using the online tool.



Quick Recap / FAQs
• Can I contact the Michigan Law Low Income Taxpayer Clinic 

for help? 
• Absolutely! Please feel free to call our clinic at the following phone 

number: (734) 936-3535.

• What if I have additional questions and cannot contact the 
clinic?
• The FAQs on this law firm’s website may be helpful. This law firm led 

the litigation that allowed incarcerated individuals to receive stimulus 
payments.

https://www.lieffcabraser.com/cares-act-relief/
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