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Background: CARES Act

Stimulus Payments

e CARES Act: Stimulus bill passed by Congress in response to
the economic fallout from COVID-109.

e Stimulus Payments: The CARES Act authorized one-time

payments of $1,200 (+$500 per child) to individuals. Also

known as Economic Impact Payments (“EIP”).
* Married couples receive $2,400 (+ $S500 per child).
* |ndividuals with incomes below $75,000 are eligible to receive the full
payment. Individuals with incomes up to $99,000 are eligible to
receive a partial payment. Double income limits for married couples.

« Payment Method: A payment is received as a direct deposit,
check, or prepaid debit card.
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Submitting a Claim for a

Stimulus Payment

If you filed a 2019 Tax Return:
If you filed a tax return before October 15, you should receive a
stimulus payment.

* [Individuals who receive Social Security, disability, or Railroad Retirement
benefits income should have automatically received a stimulus payment
from the IRS.

* |f you submitted a claim but were denied solely because you were
incarcerated, the IRS will re-process your claim and should issue your
payment shortly.
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Submitting a Claim for a
Stimulus Payment

If you were not required to file a 2019 tax return:
. Individuals with incomes under $12,200
- Married couples filing jointly with income under $24,400

Register online using the IRS’ online tool by November 21,
2020.

 |fyou don’t have internet access:
— Someone you know can register for you.

— If you were incarcerated for any period on or after March 27, 2020, you can
submit a simplified paper return to the IRS by November 4, 2020.

— For everyone else, there is conflicting information about whether the IRS
will accept paper claims until October 30, 2020. We highly recommend using
the online tool.
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Claim Using the IRS’ Online Tool

MRS aILEAY



IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Locating the IRS Online Tool

Step 1:

» Type the following link into your internet browser: https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-
payment-info-here

OR

» search for “IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers” and click on the first link.

Step 2:
e Click on the button “Enter your information”

Enter your information 0’

 On the next screen, click on the button “Get Started”
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https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here

IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 0: Create an Account

Create an Account or Sign In Phone (recommended)

C reate a n ACCO u nt Standard call, messaging or data rates may apply

Create a new account to file a minimal Password

return for the Economic Impact Payment.

This service is delivered by Intuit. For
details on how we process your
personal information, see the Confirm password

Privacy Statement.

Email address

Remember me

Confirm email
' & Create Account

By clicking Create Account. you egree to our Terms of Service
User ID and Prvacy Statement

Notes: When you create your account, the IRS will send a verification email to the email address that you
enter. You need to click the link in the verification email to verify your email address before you
submit your return using the online tool!
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step la: Enter personal information

Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info [ Update Your Account

This is a Free File Fillable Forms product. [ [=] save ” . Print Return ” £ Start Over ” ) Check E-File Status ” 2) FAQs I
STEP 1. Fill Out Your Tax Forms STEP 2. E-File Your Tax Forms

Enter Your Information

Filing Status

Single Mamiea hing jomtly

If there is one adult on this registration. select Single. If there are two. select Married filing jointly
Personal Info

Your first name and middie initia Last nama Your social security number

f joint return. spouse’s first name and middie initial Last namne Spouse’s social security number

Home address (number and street). If you have a PO, box, enter the PO, box only f no mail is defivered to your home, Agt. no

City, town or pos: office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign agdress, also complate spaces below.

A4
Forign cauntry name Foreign provinoe/state'county Foreign postal cose
v
Someone can claim: You as a dependent Your spouse as a dependent

If someone else claimed you on their tax return you will not be eligible for the Economic Impact Payment
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 1b: Enter dependent information and banking information

Dependents
(1) First name Lastnames (2) Secial secunty numbe (3) Relationship to you (4) Dependent’s IP PIN (if applicable
2 i 1) —H
I v
¥
v
If you have additional dependents, check this box and add them here Add
Banking Information
Routing number Type Checking Savings

Account number

Providing the IRS with direct deposit information can expedite your economic impact payment. If you don't have a bank account

the IRS will issue a check

Notes: 1) Enter Identity Protection (“IP”) PINs if your dependents have them. The IRS has a tool to retrieve
previously issued IP PINs. 2) If you do not have a bank account, your payment will be mailed to the

address you entered in the Personal Info section.
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 1c: Enter Identity Protection PIN (if applicable)

Identity Protection PIN (if Applicable)

Taxpayer Identity Protection PIN

Spouse Identity Protection PIN (if filing jointiy)

If you or your spouse have experienced identity theft and the IRS sent you Identity Protection PINs, enter those PINs here to successfully file this retum

Continue to Step 2

@ Delete This Form §| (& Done With This Form

Notes: Enter Identity Protection (“IP”) PIN if you have one. The IRS has a tool to retrieve previously issued
IP PINs.
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 2a: Enter 2018 Adjusted Gross Income (“AGI”)

STEP 1. Fill Out Your Tax Forms STEP 2. E-File Your Tax Forms

Enter Your Information

Personal Verification
You must enter either your 2018 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), or your 2018 five-digit self-selected signature PIN
If you're filing together, vou and your spouse must both complete this step.
A. Look at last year's federal tax return and enter your AGI in the space provided below. Look for your AGI on line 7 of the Form 1040
If you didn't file a return last year, enter 0
- If you are filing Married Jointly this year with the same spouse you filed with last year, "Taxpayer” and "Spouse”™ will have the same AGI
- if you did not file a return last year, enter a zero in the "Taxpayer” AGI space
- If your spouse did not file a return last year, enter zero in the "Spouse” AGI space.
- If you dont have or can't remember last year's AGI, use the IRS _Get Transcript Link

Taxpayer Spouse (if filing jointly)

Last year's AGI:

OR

B. Enter last year's self-selected signature PIN. If you do not have or do not remember your PIN, skip this step and follow the instructions in step A

above

Taxpayer Spouse (if filing jointly)

Last year's five-digit self-selected signature PIN

_ 9 bl Fill“g o hcioctitive -

Note: If you did not file a return for the 2018 tax year, enter zero in the Taxpayer AGI space. If you are filling
out this form jointly with your spouse and he or she did not file a return last year, enter zero in the Spouse

AGI space.
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 2b: Sign Your Return

STEP 1. Fill Out Your Tax Forms STEP 2. E-File Your Tax Forms

Electronic Signature
To sign your return electronically, enter all the information and select Continue to E-File. If you are filing together, you and
your spouse must both add a PIN and date of birth.

. Today's Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 10/21/2020

b

B. Cell phone number

Taxpayer Spouse (if filing jointly)

C. You can choose any 5 numbers for your PIN.
(Don't use 00000 or 12345)

mm/dd/ dd
D. Date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy) YYyy mm/dd/yyyy

If you do not have a driver's license or State issued |D, you can leave the following fields blank.

E. Driver's license or State issued ID number

F. Driver's license or State issued ID state = =
G. Driver's license or State issued ID issue date mo/ A/ Yy mn/aa/yyyy
H. Driver's license or State issued |D expiration date mm/dd/yyyy mm/dd/yyyy
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IRS Online Tool for Non-Filers

Step 2¢: Submit!

Email Verification

Filing status emails will be sent to_ Verification is required to submit your filing and. your email address is verified.

To verify your email address, select Update Your Account. Return here to complete filing.

Continue to E-File
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EIP 2020

E 1 040 Department of the Treaswny—Internal Revenus Service (949) @lﬁl 1 9
i U.S. |I‘Idi\|’idua| |I'I-CCII'I‘IE TEI)( Return _ék:’) OMB Mo. 1545-0074 IRS Use Cnly— Do not write or stapls in this spacsa.

Filing Status single [_] Marmied filing jointly || Married filing separatsiy (MFS) || Head of household (HOH) || Qualifying widowisr) (QW)
Check only If you checked the MFS box, enter the name of spouse. If you checked the HOH or QW box, enter the child’s name if the qualifying person is

one box.
a child but not your dependent. b
Your first name and middle initial Last name ¥our social security number
John A. Doe 12 3 4 66 7 89
If joint return, spouse’s first name and middle initial Last name Spouse's social security number
Home address (number and street). If you have a P.O. box, see instructions. Apt. no. Presidential Election Campaign
Salinas Valley State Prison, P.O. Box 1050 (= ST T L TR 1]

jointly, want $3 to go to this fund.

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. If you have a foreign address, also complete spaces below (see instructions). Checking a box below will not change your

Soledad, CA 93960-1050 taxorrefund. [ ]| You [ ] Spouse

Foreign country name Forgign province/state/county Foreign postal code If more than four dependents,

see instructions and « here » [_]
Standard Someone can claim: |:| You as a dependent |:| Your spouse as a dependent
Deduction ] . ) )
Spouse itemizes on a separate return or you were a dual-status alien

Age/Blindness  wou: [_| Were bom before January 2, 1955 [ Are blind Spouse: | | Was born before January 2, 1955 ] 1= piind
Dependents (see instructions): (2) Social security number (3) Relationship to you (4) & qualifies for (see instructions):

(1) First name Last name Child fax credit Credit for other dependents

L] L]
L] L]
Ll L]

|

]
1 Wages, salaries, tips, etc. Attach Formis) W-2 . . . o . . . g g . . . 5 g . . . g 1
2a Tax-exemptinterest. . . . 2a b Taxable interest. Attach Sch. B if required 2b 51
'J-Bt — = 3a Chualified dividends . a - - 3a b Ordinary dividends. Attach Sch. B if required 3b Sections 2b, 7h, and 8b-
an D
Deduction for— 4a  |AA distributions. . . . . 4a b Texable amount . . . . . . 4b Stutn $1 5 yom make '.fi’:a;‘“:}‘:
= Single or Married - - -
filing separatsly, c Pensions and annuities . - - 4c d Taxable amount o - - - a a “Ad $24.400 as a couple
$12,200 Ba Social security benefits . . . Ba b Taxable amount .. ... sb
* ﬁ?;;aﬂgij.rg -1 Capital gain or (loss). Attach Schedule D if required. If not required, check here - c c o - . . e |:| -]
‘S‘;':"":']':g":'- Ta Other income from Schedule 1, line® . . . . . . . . . o L. . ..o 7a
- HBE:j of b Addlines 1, 2b, 3b, 4b, 4d, 5b, &, and Ta. This is your total income . g g . . . 5 . . . .o Th 31
ousshetd. Ba Adjustments to income from Schedule 1, line 22 . . . . . ... Ba
= If you chacked b Subtract line Ba from line 7b. This is your adjusted gross income . g g . . . 5 s . . .o Bb 51
oy bon undler 9  Standard deduction or itemized deductions {from Schedule &) . . . . . ] Section 11b: State $0.00 if
Deduction, 10  Qualified business income deduction. Attach Form 8995 or Form 8995-A . . . 10 yum makes lens than $1.2,200
\__see instructions. | as an individual or $24,400
11a Addlines9andl10 . . . . . . . . ..o Lo oL 11a as a couple
b Taxable income. Subtract line 11a from line 8b. f zero or less, enter-0- . . . . . | 11b $0.00
For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see separate instructions. Cat Mo. 113208 Form 1040 zo019)

Fill in Sections 2b 8b, and 11b as instructed above. Do NOT fill in any other line items.




Form 1040 (2019) Page 2

12a Tax (seeinst) Check fany from Formis): 1 || 8814 2 [ | 4ar2z 3 [ ] | 12a |
b Add Scheduls 2, line 3, and line 12a and enter the total a ¢ a o S o, o« s S o o« . > 12b
13a Child tax credit or credit for other dependents . . . . . . . . . . | 13a |
b Add Scheduls 3, line 7, and line 13a and enter the total a ¢ - o o = > o o« s - o o« .= 13b
14 Subtract line 13b from line 12b. If zero or less, enter -0- a ¢ - o o = > o o« s - o o« 5 o 14
15 Other taxes, including self-employment tax, from Schedule 2, line 10 . .. . . . . . . . . R 15
16 Add lines 14 and 15. This is your total tax . . : a9 C 52 4 & 5 o o« 5o o . 16
17 Federal income tax withheld from Forms W-2 and 1099 - .o . . L .. 17
- If you have a n 18 Other payments and refundable credits:
qualifying child, a Eamedincomecredit(ENZ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18a
attach Sch. EIG.
» If you have b Additional child tax credit. Attach Schedule 8812 . . . . . . . . . 18b
nontaxable c American opportunity credit from Form 8863, line B S 18c
combat pay, see
instructions. d Schedule 3, line 14 . . . . . . . . : . 5 . : . 5 5 : 18d
e Add lines 18a through 18d. These are your total other payments and refundable credits . . . . .- 18e
19 Add lines 17 and 18e. These are your total payments . . . S " 5 a8 o« 5 o ¢ . e 19
Refund 20 If line 19 is more than line 18, subtract line 16 from line 19. This is the amount you overpaid . SR a5 20
21a Amount of line 20 you want refunded to you. If Form 8888 is attached, check here . . - . . N |:| 21a [BANK ACCOUNT:
Direct deposit? > b Routing number > ¢ Type: |:| Checking |:| Savings If you have a bank account enter
See instructions. i i i i i i i that information in lines 21b
> d Account number ! ! ! ! ! ! ! through d. If you don't have a
22 Amount of line 20 yvou want applied to your 2020 estimated tax . . .. > o3 | hank account leave this section
Amount 23 Amount you owe. Subtract line 12 from line 16. For details on how to pay, see instructiocns . SR . 23 bl
You Owe 24 Estimated tax penalty (see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . m® | 24 |
Third Party Do you want to allow another person (other than your paid preparer) to discuss this return with the IRS? See instructions. [] ves. complete below.
Designee O] Mo
{Other than Designes's Phone Perzonal identification
paid preparsr) name # no. numiber (PIM) »- I I I I I I
Sign Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this retum and accompanying schaedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, they are trus,
correct, and complete. Declarstion of preparer (other than tapayer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.
H ere Your signaturs Cate Your occupation If the IRS sent you an Identity
U I d Protection PIM, enter it here
nemploye i
Joint return? ploy (see inst.) I I I I I I I
See instructions. Spouse’s signature. If a joint retum, both must sign. Date Spouse’s ococupation If the IRS sent your spouse an
Keep a copy for Identity Protection PIM, enter it here
your records. {see inst) I I I I I I I
Phone no. Emiail address
Paid Preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Diate PTIM Check if:
PE" [] ard Party Designes
reparer
Firm’s name » Phone no. [] selt-employed
Use Only — —
Firm's address » Firmn's EIN

Go to www.irs.gov/Form 1040 for instructions and the latest information. Form 1040 2019



Mailing Your Return + Additional
Information for Submitting a Claim

If you are located in Michigan, mail your paper
return to the below address.

— Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service
Fresno, CA 93888-0002

For additional information about submitting a paper
claim, please refer to the IRS website at the
following link: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/file-

a-simplified-paper-tax-return
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e Who can submit a claim for a stimulus payment? Anyone
who has a work eligible Social Security number and who has
not yet received a stimulus payment.

e How do | submit a claim? Using either the IRS’ online tool or

by mailing a simplified paper tax return to the IRS.

— We highly recommend using the IRS’ online tool if you have access to
the internet.
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e When do | need to submit a claim by?
® Using the IRS’ Online Tool: November 21, 2020
®* Paper Claims: If you were incarcerated for any time on or after March
27, 2020: November 4, 2020.
® Other: Unclear if you still can submit a claim, but you may be able
to by October 30, 2020. We highly recommend you submit your
claim through the IRS’ online tool.

e What happens if | do not submit my claim by the deadline?
You will likely not receive your stimulus payment in 2020, but you can still
receive it in 2021 by claiming it on your 2020 taxes (that you file in 2021).

®* Note: The IRS, however, is encouraging inmates to submit paper
claims even after the November 4 deadline.
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https://www.lieffcabraser.com/pdf/IRS_payout_updates.pdf

Quick Recap / FAQs

Will filing a 2019 return affect your EIP if you filed a 2018

return and have received a payment?
® No. The IRS used information from your 2018 return to calculate your
payment amount since you have not filed your 2019 return yet.

What if | received a payment that is less than what | believe

| should have received?

* |fyou did not receive the full amount that you believe you are
entitled to, you will be able to claim the additional amount when you
file your 2020 tax return (in 2021).
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e Where will an incarcerated person’s stimulus check be sent?

The stimulus check will be deposited in the person’s bank account or
sent to the person’s address that is provided on the person’s stimulus

claim, which is most likely the facility where the person is
incarcerated.

 Will an incarcerated person’s stimulus check be used to pay

off court fees, fines, and restitution?

Yes. An incarcerated person’s stimulus check that is deposited into
their prisoner trust account will have up to 50% of the stimulus

payment deducted for things like court fines, fees, restitution, and
child support.
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e (Can an incarcerated person claim a child as a dependent for

a stimulus payment to receive the extra $500?

®* |tdepends. A person can only claim a child as a dependent if the child
lives with the person for over half of the year or if the person
provides over half of the financial support for the child.

e What if my spouse already claimed a stimulus payment?

* |f your spouse already submitted a claim with your name included to
receive a stimulus check for a married couple, you will not be able to
receive an additional stimulus payment.

Check the IRS's Get My Payment tool to see if a stimulus check has been claimed
and paid under your name. If you cannot determine whether your spouse already
received a payment for a married couple, try submitting a claim for your stimulus
payment. The IRS’ systems will deny this claim if your stimulus payment was
already paid as part of your spouse’s earlier claim.
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e Can |l submit a claim for a person who is incarcerated using

the IRS’ online filing tool?

®* Yes. Itis believed that the IRS anticipates unpaid assistors using the
online portal to help people who do not have access to the internet
submit claims.

®* Note: The IRS, however, has given conflicting information in response
to this question and stated that it believes all claims should be filed
by the claimant themselves. A paper claim, signed by the claimant, is
the safest option when possible.
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Quick Recap / FAQs

e How many incarcerated people can | help submit a claim

using the IRS’ online filing tool? Will | get in trouble for doing

sO?

We do not recommend using the IRS’ online filing tool to submit
claims on behalf of numerous incarcerated individuals. Doing so
could cause the submissions to be flagged in the IRS’ system and may
lead to further investigation by the IRS.

Further investigation by the IRS could prevent the individuals you are
trying to help from receiving their stimulus payments. It could also
expose you to potential criminal prosecution because the IRS has not
officially stated that people can submit stimulus claims on behalf of
incarcerated individuals using the online tool.
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Quick Recap / FAQs

Can | contact the Michigan Law Low Income Taxpayer Clinic

for help?

* Absolutely! Please feel free to call our clinic at the following phone
number: (734) 936-3535.

What if | have additional questions and cannot contact the

clinic?

® The FAQs on this law firm’s website may be helpful. This law firm led
the litigation that allowed incarcerated individuals to receive stimulus
payments.
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