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APPELLATE DEFENDER COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
 

MARCH 16, 2022 
SADO DETROIT 

12:00 P.M. 
 

PRESENT: 
 

COMMISSIONERS: Chair Thomas Cranmer, Judith Gracey, Douglas Messing, 
Thomas McNeill, Honorable Thomas Solka, and Darryl 
Woods. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

SADO/MAACS:   Director Jonathan Sacks, SADO Deputy Director Marilena 
David, Direct Appeals Managing Attorneys Katherine Marcuz 
and Jessica Zimbelman, Juvenile Lifer Managing Attorney 
Tina Olson, MAACS Administrator Brad Hall, MAACS Deputy 
Administrator Patricia Maceroni, and Commission Secretary 
MariaRosa Palmer. 

Guests: SADO Staff: Jessica Newton. 

Via Zoom: Commissioner Doug Mains, SADO Staff: Lisa Lamarre and 
Jacqueline Ouvry, MAACS Staff: Emily Swanson. 

 
Welcome 
 
Jonathan Sacks welcomed everyone and made introductions.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comment. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF DECEMBER 15, 2021: 
 
Commissioner Solka moved to approve the minutes of December 15, 2021, as 
corrected, seconded by Commissioner Gracey. Carried. 
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UPDATES: 
 
Case Highlights: Katherine Marcuz and Jessica. Zimbelman provided a summary of 
SADO case highlights to the Commission. Ms. Zimbelman also highlighted the success 
of mitigation memos for their clients in their resentencing appeals. Commissioner Messing 
asked if any mitigation training is available at the trial level.  
 
Patricia Maceroni provided a summary of the MAACS case highlights and Brad Hall 
shared a success by a pro bono law firm in a Huron County case. The Commission would 
like to recognize firms for their work. Marilena David suggested SADO could recognize 
firms in the Annual Report and social media.  
 
Juvenile Lifer Unit: Tina Olson shared with the Commission about the passing of 
Katherine Root, a colleague and member of the Juvenile Lifer Unit. Ms. Olson also 
reported that Sofia Nelson is leaving SADO on April 1st.  
 
The unit has 11 clients waiting for resentencing and 3 teams preparing for Miller hearing 
in the upcoming months. 
 
Commissioner Woods applauded Ms. Olson and the juvenile lifer unit for all their hard 
work. 
 
MAACS: Mr. Hall introduced Emily Swanson. Ms. Swanson is the new MAACS Mitigation 
Specialist. He also reported that Stephanie Farkas will join MAACS as the new Litigation 
Support Specialist at the end of the month. Finally, Mr. Hall added that MAACS has 
posted the job for the new Director of the Juvenile Grant. 
 
Mr. Hall shared an update of the MAACS roster. MAACS currently has 66 level 1 (non-
capital plea cases) and 47 level 2 (capital plea cases and trials) roster attorneys.  
 
Training and Reentry:  Marilena David provided an update on all trainings. Ms. David 
shared that the first in-person training was held in the new Detroit training space for the 
newly hired attorneys. 
 
For reentry, the process has begun to hire a reentry/parole leader. Ms. David also shared 
that reentry continues to provide on-line workshops. She also shared that Jose Burgos 
traveled to Alabama and had the opportunity to meet Bryan Stevenson of the Equal 
Justice Initiative. Mr. Burgos is very involved in doing outreach regarding juvenile life 
without parole. 

Court Rules and Legislation: Ms. Zimbelman informed the Commission that SADO 
provided comments on behalf of SADO/MAACS on proposed court rule amendments. 
Ms. Zimbelman also provided a status an update on the SORA project and indicated that 
the first person is set for release today. SADO will continue their work on SORA cases 
and thanked everyone involved with the project. 
 
Mr. Sacks informed the Commission about a letter sent to the Court of Appeals thanking 
the court about a recent decision on how to best address transgender and non-binary 
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individuals and requested the court to take further steps. Chief Judge Gleicher responded 
and referred SADO’s letter to the Court’s Quality Review Committee. 
 
Budget: Mr. Sacks summarized SADO’s 4 budget priorities– Juvenile Lifer Unit Funding 
and the reversion of the Juvenile Lifer Unit funding to the general fund; Increased 
Administrative Support; and the permanent establishment of the Wrongful Conviction 
Unit. All four priorities were part of the Governor’s recommendation.  
 
Hiring: Mr. Sacks reported the hiring process for two direct appeals attorneys has started 
and the initial screening is completed. MAACS already reported on their two new hires – 
the MAACS Mitigation Specialist and the Litigation Support Counsel. As Ms. David noted 
the process has started to hire a new Reentry/Parole lead. 
 
Case Statistics/Intake: SADO is currently at 31% pending appeals and 36% pending 
trials.  
 
MAACS/MIDC Legislation Proposal 
 
Mr. Hall shared an update of SADO/MAACS efforts to bring MAACS representation into 
compliance with MIDC Standards 5 and 8. Mr. Hall would like to begin exploring the 
possibility of statutory amendments to include private appellate representation under the 
MIDC Act for purposes of Standard 5 and Standard 8. This will give roster attorneys 
$120/hour for felony appeals at no cost to the county. Mr. Hall would also like to see the 
Appellate Defender Act changed to be in line with the MIDC Act and move the appointing 
of appellate counsel to an independent body.  However, MAACS would continue its 
function in overseeing the assignment process. 
 
Commissioner Woods moved to authorize MAACS and SADO to seek statutory 
changes as needed for the MIDC Act to fund MAACS roster attorneys, seconded by 
Commissioner Solka. Carried.  
 
Client Complaints 
 
The Commission discussed how they will respond when it receives client complaints 
about the representation of their SADO and MAACS attorneys. 
 
Commissioner Solka moved to authorize the Secretary to the Commission to 
respond to SADO and MAACS client complaints about the quality of their 
representation as per the suggested letter, seconded by Commissioner McNeill. 
Carried. 
 
The Barbara Levine, Norris Thomas, SADO Staff Awards 
 
Mr. Hall nominated Gary Strauss for MAACS’s Barbara R. Levine Award. Mr. Strauss is 
a very hard-working roster attorney who does quality work and is dedicated to his clients.  
 
Mr. Sacks nominated Katherine Root for SADO’s Norris J. Thomas Award posthumously. 
Ms. Root was a strong advocate for her clients and had a great impact on their lives.  
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Mr. Sacks also nominated Amanda Smith for the Staff award. Ms. Smith has been with 
SADO for 40 years as the Case Coordinator. She is a hard worker and very mission 
driven.  
 
Commissioner Gracey moved, seconded by Commissioner Woods, to confirm the 
nominations of the awards. The recipients will be invited to the June Commission 
meeting. Carried. 
 
New Business 
 
Commissioner McNeill would like to speak with Court of Appeals judges regarding the 
performance and quality of work of MAACS roster attorneys. The Commission was able 
to have these conversations with the Court of Appeals when SADO/MAACS merged in 
2015. 
 
Commissioner Woods moved to conduct interviews with Court of Appeals judges 
and report back to the Commission and roster attorneys, seconded by 
Commissioner Solka. Carried. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
       MariaRosa J. Palmer 
       SADO 
 
APPELLATE DEFENDER COMMISSION 
 
BY:_________________________________ 
 Thomas W. Cranmer, Chair 


