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Daniel “Danny” Jones was a
force; a charismatic and dynamic
man who you couldn’t help but
be drawn to, and someone who
gave the greatest hugs. 

After serving 23 years in prison, Daniel was
paroled in March 2019. After his release,
Daniel used his voice and story to affect
systemic change. He was at every table
and event and shared his experience and
perspective openly. He had high hopes for
a better tomorrow. Unfortunately, he was
senselessly and suddenly taken from this
world on November 19, 2022, just days
before his 43rd birthday.

REMEMBERING DANNY JONES
BY ERIN BARTELS

I had the absolute honor of being
introduced to Daniel in 2017 through
a co-mentorship program called the
Good Neighbor Project. Throughout
our friendship, we wrote dozens and
dozens of letters while he was
incarcerated, and maintained our
friendship after his release. 



REMEMBERING DANNY JONES, CON'T
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In November 2017, he wrote:

My journey has been long and arduous, and still is, but I wouldn't change it for the

world. I am a firm believer that every single thing that happens in this life is by

divine design. So, my life is exactly what it is supposed to be for the benefit of me

and those I encounter. Just like your life is exactly what it is supposed to be for the

benefit of you and those you encounter.

Daniel believed that his life - his light - was for the benefit and betterment of others. I have
seen hundreds of people gather and mourn his death, and it is impossible to quantify the
impact Daniel has left. He made us all better by existing. 



In the weeks following his death, I turned to our letters for guidance in how to process the
tragedy of losing him and for inspiration for how to continue our work through the pain.

On January 30, 2018, he explained why he advocates for restorative justice:

“Restorative justice puts focus on healing both victims and offenders, as well as the

communities that have been impacted by crime. It offers the opportunity to

empathize with the other party’s point of view for the sake of understanding why

this happened or how this happened. 

From a cultural perspective, it's important that we identify with where one another

comes from and who they are as people before we pass judgment on them - that

goes for both victims and offenders. We live in a society that makes decisions based

on the appearance of things, but with no deeper understanding of things or others. I

believe everyone has the capacity to change. To say that someone is ‘irredeemable’

is like saying the sun will rise and set at the exact same time day-in and day-out. We

must do better.”

REMEMBERING DANNY JONES, CONT'D
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I’ve heard many people say, and I
think it’s true, that the person who
committed this crime against Daniel
will benefit from the work he was
doing to advocate for a more just
criminal legal system. We will never
not feel the pain caused by the
senselessness of this act, but we can
turn that pain into fuel to keep
going. 

In honor of Daniel, we must now
continue that work for a better and
more just tomorrow.

Erin Bartels
Assistant Defender, SADO



client spotlight
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After over 28 years incarcerated as a juvenile
lifer, James Fuson came home to Hamtramck on

September 27, 2022.
 

If you know James, you know he is an avid,
talented writer and poet. His first published

piece upon his release was featured in the Three
Fold Quarterly. Check out this excerpt from his

piece, "End of a Life Sentence."

This is part one of a two-part  diaristic essay by Fuson. Stay tuned for part two, and
read the compelling full text here: threefoldpress.org/endofalifesentence 

"...But while I’ve learned to navigate the world from behind

walls and fences, will I have the same savvy when the

world opens up, when the chasm of endless possibilities

yawns its gaping mouth beneath me? I’m pretty sure I do. I

have confidence. I believe in myself and those around me.

I’ve never been slowed down by failure or the possibility of

it, and I won’t start now. Even so, I find myself awake in my

bunk some nights, wondering what’s next. Wondering if

my plans will follow through, or does the world have

something else in mind. I’ll find out soon enough. The

months are dissolving into weeks and the weeks into days.

More and more each day I think about the people I’ll be

able to see that I haven’t seen in decades. The new people

I’ll see for the first time. All the music I’ve missed out on all

these years. The movies I haven’t been able to watch

because they were rated R. All the places beyond the

fences and walls that have been denied to me. Everything.

Everywhere. Everyone. There will be no more chains. No

more handcuffs. No more bars. No more walls. No more

razor wire. No more emergency responses. No more head

counts. No more oppression. I’m ready."



POOLE, PARKS AND STOVALL - WHAT DOES IT MEAN 

FOR YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES?
BY JONATHAN SACKS, DIRECTOR OF SADO
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In People v. Parks, The Michigan Supreme Court held that mandatory life without
parole is an unconstitutional sentence for young people convicted of first-degree
murder for an offense that occurred when they were 18 years old. The Court
ordered a new sentencing hearing for Mr. Parks.

At the same time, the Court sent People v. Poole back to the Court of Appeals for
further consideration and to determine if the holding in Parks applies to Mr. Poole.
The Court of Appeals will determine whether the decision applies to 18-year-olds
whose direct appeals have finished. 

Those who may have been eligible under Poole are in a different category: people
between 19- to 25- years-old at the time of the offense. While we argued for Miller

to be extended to young people up to 25 years-old, the Court limited its holding to
18 year-olds. We are actively litigating further age extensions. We regret that this
holding will not bring 19- to 25-year-olds at the time of their offenses relief at this
time.

In People v. Stovall, the Supreme Court found a second-degree murder sentence
of life with the possibility of parole for somebody 17 years old or younger to be
cruel or unusual punishment, in violation of the Michigan Constitution. The Court
vacated Mr. Stovall’s sentence and sent the case back to the trial court for
resentencing. Mr. Stovall was resentenced in November for a term of years, making
him eligible for an upcoming parole board hearing. 

Although there are some unsettled questions of law, we think this decision will
apply to those who were 17 or younger at the time of their offense, and
subsequently sentenced to parolable life which entitles them to resentencing. At
this point, SADO is making plans for everybody who should receive a new
sentencing to get an appointed lawyer if they need one – whether from SADO, a
local public defender, or a volunteer attorney. Those seeking an appointed
attorney should contact SADO.

I know that so many have waited many years for a fair sentence, and it is
frustrating to keep waiting. As always, SADO will continue fighting for you and your
loved ones. 



The year 2023 has already been a productive
one for the State of Michigan's legislature. In
case you missed it, a number of new laws
have been enacted and have taken (or will
take) effect. Some of these new laws and
rulings may be relevant to you and your
loved ones.

An automated system for expunging convictions without the necessity of filing an
application will be established.
Up to 2 felony convictions will automatically be expunged the latter of 10 years after
sentencing or the person's release from custody.
Up to 4 misdemeanors will automatically be expunged 7 years after sentencing.
The following convictions are not going to be eligible for automatic expungement:

convictions for "assaultive offenses";
convictions for "serious misdemeanors";
convictions for offenses punishable by 10 or more years imprisonment;
convictions that involve a minor, a vulnerable adult, injury or serious impairment of
a person, death of a person;
convictions that involve human trafficking; and
any conviction that cannot be expunged under new MCL 780.621c.

These laws include (but are not limited to) expanding educational opportunities and
requirements; funding for the expansion of Detroit public transportation options; updating
school safety procedures and critical incident mapping; consumer protections for online
purchases; and raising the minimum wage to $10.10/hour. In the realm of criminal justice
and reform, two bills may be of particular interest. From the State of Michigan's website:

Expunging Convictions 2023 and Forward:
1.

2.

3.
4.

a.
b.
c.
d.

e.
f.

Processes for identification and expungement of convictions eligible for automatic
expungement are being developed by multiple state agencies.

Crime Victim Compensation:
Anyone can become a victim of crime. The physical, emotional, and financial impact of
trauma can last far beyond the crime itself. If you or someone you know is a victim of
crime, certain expenses may qualify for Crime Victim Compensation coverage. This
program may help pay out-of-pocket medical expenses, lost earnings, funeral bills,
counseling, or other expenses for people who have been harmed as the direct result of a
crime. Contact the Michigan Crime Victim Compensation Program through the Department
of Health and Human Services (healthymichigan.com) to learn more.

8

News of Note from the 
State of Michigan



DECEMBER'S HOLIDAY HANGOUT
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SADO's Project Reentry is grateful for
our community now more than ever.
We were thrilled to host many friends
including current and former clients to
our Holiday Hangout on December 18,
2022, especially for those celebrating
their first holiday season at home. 

Congratulations to John Walker, our
"Ugly Sweater Contest" winner, and
our two close runners-up, Jose Burgos
and James Fuson!

We can't wait for another year of
celebrations in 2023. 

Happy New Year from SADO's 
Project Reentry!



FROM "RIGHT TO RETURN USA" - CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
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SADO client Tavares Wesley
rejoined the community on

January 10, 2023 after close
to 29 years incarcerated as a
juvenile. We're so glad you're

home, Tavares!

A fellowship for formerly incarcerated artists

Right of Return USA invites formerly incarcerated
artists to propose art projects aimed at
transforming our criminal legal and immigration
systems and reducing their scale and reach. The
fellowship is open to artists working in all creative
disciplines, including but not limited to visual,
performance, poetry, media, and design.

APPLICATIONS DUE BY JANUARY 20, 2023

The goal of the Right of Return USA Fellowship is to support the creation of new
bodies of work that uplift the voices of people directly impacted by the criminal
justice system, reflect the humanity of criminalized and incarcerated people, and
build public will for ambitious and visionary change. Embedding artists within the
reform movement results in more nimble, resonant, and creative campaigns to end
mass incarceration and advance racial equity.
VISIT THEIR WEBSITE: WWW.RIGHTOFRETURNUSA.COM FOR INFO & APPLICATION

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM INFO: WWW.RIGHTOFRETURNUSA.COM 
(NOT A SADO PROGRAM)



How do you stay optimistic when your life has been shattered by lies?
Who do you trust when life’s challenges are designed to crush you?
What do you do when you feel trapped in a nightmare you are unable to
wake up from?
When do you activate the tools to reset emotional intelligence and discipline
after trauma?
Where are the opportunities to overcome poverty, build wealth and change
lives?
Why are prison reform and systemic racism ruining lives and what can you do
about it?

 
 
OPTIMISM. OPPORTUNITY. OVERCOMING.

“Let me show you how to overcome pain and leverage life’s opportunities.

Be great, be strong, be better, not broken.”  – Marvin Cotton, Jr.

Pick up Marvin's book on Amazon: https://amzn.to/3Il6qXp 

 
Suggested reading:

"Better, not broken: an optimistic guide 
to overcoming pain and leveraging life's opportunities"
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Marvin Cotton Jr. is the CEO of Better Not
Broken. He is a mentor, strategist,
motivational speaker, and most recently, a
published author. Marvin's conviction and
sentence was vacated after almost 20 years
incarcerated for a crime it was determined
he did not commit. He attributes this
vindication to an unwavering faith through
the experience that he would eventually be
freed.

This experience inspired his advocacy toward
equitable and just systems, but also his
equipping of others to navigate oppressive
systems and find great success.
"Better, Not Broken" is an interactive self-help
blueprint is specially curated for those who
are determined to be BETTER, NOT BROKEN!
His book was released in December, 2022. 

https://amzn.to/3Il6qXp
https://amzn.to/3Il6qXp


Up Next: CREDIT BASICS WORKSHOP - January 23!
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a night at the theater: The peculiar patriot, February 11
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the great minds project: january 25 rally
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access for all: training for returning citizens
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got questions? contact Faye Dunn at 

sdunN@miwdi.org or call her at (517) 247-1634
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To see past versions of The Drum, visit
www.sado.org/go/drum
Follow SADO on Facebook and Twitter!
@sadoreentry and @sadomich

Have QUESTIONS OR something to
contribute?

Email reentry@sado.org
313-256-9833

Earl Burton

Katherine Root

Timothy Clark

Patrick Bates

Kevin Cottingham

Gone... but not forgotten...
 In addition to our comrade Danny Jones, SADO mourns the

loss of our friends and family who passed in 2022.

http://www.sado.org/go/drum

