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SPRING FORWARD

SADO and Project Reentry welcomes this changing of the seasons -
both in the weather and in the news.

The first quarter of 2023 arrived with plenty of good news for our clients and
their loved ones. From the launch of automatic expungement to the
presentation of new house and senate bills to abolish juvenile life without parole
to our network'’s tireless lobbying for vital document legislation, we have lots to
celebrate and anticipate this year. In this edition of The Drum, we're focusing
on some news you can use around the latest developments and some re-prints
of recent press features.

We've had a handful of familiar faces rejoin
us in society, some of whom joined us at

l N oM April's workshop on self-publishing with
N HUME Marvin Cotton, Jr. of "Better, Not Broken.”

Read more about those we've welcomed home in 2023 on page 11.




MICHIGAN HAS SENTENCED MORE KIDS TO DIE IN PRISON
THAN ANY OTHER US STATE (DETROIT FREE PRESS)

Op-Ed by Ronnie Waters and Jose Burgos (Page 1 of 2)

Michigan has sentenced more children to life without parole than any other state in the United States.
Considering that the U.S. is the only nation that permits this barbaric practice at all, this means that the
State of Michigan has condemned more children to die in prison than anywhere else on the globe.

The rest of the world and the majority of U.S. states agree that sentencing children to die in prison is
wrong. It is also wrong that 90% of life without parole sentences imposed on children in Michigan since
2012 have been imposed on children of color. It is wrong that Michigan has failed over the past decade to
end this sentence despite the fact that polls show overwhelming support against sentencing children to die
in prisons.

But we are happy to report that with the introduction in the Michigan Legislature of Senate Bills 119-23 and
House Bills 4160-64, this year our state has an opportunity to right these wrongs.

We both know a little about righting wrongs.

We are two of the hundreds of children that were once sentenced to die in Michigan prisons, serving a
combined 67 years as we were each convicted of first-degree murder. It pains us to say that when we
were kids, we were separately responsible for the loss of lives — lives we can never give back. Our actions
are tragic examples of harm committed by children and representations of the ways in which youth with
high levels of trauma are more prone to committing serious crimes. Yet today, we stand as shining
examples of the ways children can transform their lives. We are remorseful for the harm caused by our
crimes. We accept full responsibility for our actions and have asked both God and humankind for
forgiveness. Now fully rehabilitated and mature adults, we stand ready to be a positive influence on the
communities we serve and society at large.

Brain science tells us that there is plenty of hope and tremendous potential for children to transform over
time and ultimately choose a path of moral fortitude. It is up to all of us to ensure our laws and systems
extend hope and the possibility of a second chance to those children.

When the U.S. Supreme Court ruled through Miller v. Alabama that mandatory life without the possibility of
parole was unconstitutional, this gave each of us the incredible gift of hope with glimpses of freedom.
Recognizing and encouraging our capacity for internal growth, it was the power of hope that made the
two of us who we are today. Six years after the court ruled in Miller, Jose was re-sentenced to the 27 years
he had served and freed. It took eight years for Ronnie to be re-sentenced and released; he served a total
of 40 years. We know firsthand that SB 119-23 and HB 4160-64 is legislation that will offer life-changing
hope to those who have demonstrated transformation.

While legislation to release people sent to prison as children may not sound like part of a conventional
public safety strategy, our experience is that former juvenile lifers have been integral to preventing harm
and improving safety in our communities. As the very people who can understand and resonate with what
young people are going through and the vast potential they have to overcome their mistakes and do
good, we've been working hard to give our young people better futures. We work at Safe and Just
Michigan, an organization that advocates for safe and smart reforms to our criminal justice system and
Project Re-Entry at the State Appellate Defender Office which does important work for returning citizens in
Michigan by offering guidance before release and wraparound services when people come home.

2



MICHIGAN HAS SENTENCED MORE KIDS TO DIE IN PRISON
THAN ANY OTHER US STATE (DETROIT FREE PRESS)

Op-Ed by Ronnie Waters and Jose Burgos (Page 2 of 2)

The two of us represent the many members of the Incarcerated Children’s Advocacy Network (ICAN)
across Michigan and the U.S. who have not once lost motivation to prove all the good that we are capable
of. In Michigan, James “Jamo” Thomas mentors young people and runs a food ministry that feeds
approximately 700 families a week. Lorenzo Harrell became a braille transcriber as part of his
“transformation from hurting people to helping people.” Alex Ayala mentors young men, Brandon
Harrington advocates for youth who have experienced trauma to help them avoid the mistakes he made,
and Daniel Jones facilitated support groups for family members of incarcerated people every week
leading up to his death.

We have seen the track record of what former juvenile lifers are capable of doing for the people of
Michigan and the countless, creative ways in which we have poured our energy into preventing harm and
promoting community wellbeing. We are the track record. And statistically speaking, more than 98.86% of
former juvenile lifers age out of crime and lean into a positive future. The juvenile lifers who have been
given second chances in Michigan are doing amazing, imaginative things to serve their communities and
make them safer and stronger. Giving second chances to more deserving juvenile lifers will give all of
Michigan more of this creativity, this safety, and this strength.

Today, we are part of a strong community of individuals who made harmful mistakes as children and who
want nothing more than to prevent other children from making the same mistakes we did. We are all
holding each other to account, and we are all there for each other. The lot of us are constantly picking up
the phone to see what one another needs - clothes, a phone, a ride home, a refrigerator - you name it.
We're a close-knit family now, tied together by the wrongs we have committed, the debts we are paying to
society, but most importantly the people we’re trying to become.

We are filled with hope that this is the year that Michigan bans life sentences for children, joining over half
of the country and the rest of the world in recognizing every child’s potential for redemption. Our work
across Michigan has demonstrated to us that the people of this state are overwhelmingly prepared to
promote redemption and stop sentencing children to life without parole. As two people who will spend the
rest of their lives working to right their wrongs, we are optimistic that our own state will put in the work to
right a historical wrong and pass SB 119-23/HB 4160-64. We ask the Michigan Legislature to guarantee that
we never sentence a child to die in prison again.

Source: Detroit Free Press, April 4, 2023

Ronnie Waters isa Community Engagement Specialist at Safe & Just Michigan. He was incarcerated
for over 40 years after being sentenced to life without parole at 17 years old. Jose Burgos is a re-entry
specialist for the State Appellate Defender’s Office Project Reentry. He was incarcerated for 27 years
after being sentenced to life without parole for a crime he was convicted of committing at the age of
16.



SYSTEMIC CHANGE REQUIRED TO FIX CRISIS AT WAYNE COUNTY
JUVENILE JAIL (DETROIT FREE PRESS)

Op-Ed by Jonathan Sacks, Executive Director, SADO (Page 1 of 2)

We have all read with shock and despair the accounts of inhumane conditions for children living
at now two separate Wayne County youth detention facilities. Due to a shortage of space and
resources, children have endured forced isolation, been denied showers and recreation, and lived
in unhygienic and dangerous conditions. There have been reports of Taser use by jail employees,
and last week an alleged sexual assault on a 12-year-old boy. As conditions further deteriorated,
Wayne County declared a public health emergency, state and county officials bemoaned a lack
of placement options for youth and dismissed a top administrator.

There may be some justification to all of these responses, but they miss the larger issues
implicated when our system of youth justice locks up children in unsafe and deplorable
conditions. The fix for this broken system is not to simply devote more money toward the
needless incarceration of non-violent juvenile offenders, it is to rethink the system entirely.

First, too many children are locked up who pose no danger to themselves or others. The Report
and Recommendations of the Michigan Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform found that
“Michigan lacks the policy framework and service infrastructure necessary to ensure that youth
who are at a low risk of reoffending are diverted from the juvenile justice system statewide.”
Data collected by the Task Force revealed that almost half of all charges for children between
2016 to 2019 were for either status offenses like truancy or non-person misdemeanors like
shoplifting, and over 60% of detained youth committed no crime more serious than a status or
misdemeanor offense.”

Second, as also reported by the task force, “Black youth are disproportionately represented in all
parts of the juvenile justice continuum, and few statewide structures exist to address disparities.”

Third, too many youth justice system actors favor an approach where the government serves to
intervene in the lives of children and families despite a child’s lack of risk to public safety and
legal requirements. Just yesterday, the Michigan Court of Appeals reversed a Hillsdale County
family court decision to deny an appeal for a child placed in detention, despite never committing
a crime, due to "a personal assessment.”

Fourth, there is no public data that allows the public and other stakeholders to collect
information on who is in the detention center, necessary to properly understand the crisis. Courts
are asking us to take at face value claims that children must be jailed in dangerous, isolating and
inhumane conditions because they are risks to the community. We have no information on
whether these children have actually been found responsible for the sort of offenses that might
make this a credible claim. (The juvenile justice system doesn’t use the term “convicted.”) If
Wayne County follows the statewide pattern, more than half of them have not committed
serious crimes. Did the 12-year-old boy who might have been a victim of sexual assault pose a
threat to others?



SYSTEMIC CHANGE REQUIRED TO FIX CRISIS AT WAYNE COUNTY
JUVENILE JAIL (DETROIT FREE PRESS)

Op-Ed by Jonathan Sacks, Executive Director, SADO (Page 2 of 2)

Finally, of the 65 children in the detention center awaiting placement, how many had any
awareness of their right to appeal? Overdue for Justice, a 2020 report by the Gault Center, found
that Michigan’s system of appellate defense for youth is practically non-existent. There are
approximately 20 appeals from delinquency cases per year despite 2019 caseload data showing
that more than 7,000 trial-level cases reached the sentencing phase that year alone.

We are witnessing a humanitarian crisis and certain steps must be taken immediately:
» Without revealing any personal information, Wayne County should identify the reasons for
every child’s detention. Children neither charged with nor found responsible for the most

severe offenses demonstrating a clear and convincing threat to the community must be
released.

e Every detained child adjudicated of an offense must be explained their right to appeal.
During the height of the COVID-19 crisis, the Chief Judge worked with a group of criminal legal
system actors to safely release as many people as possible from the Wayne County Jail to
address the public health emergency. The current crisis requires a similar response.

Implementation of the Michigan Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform recommendations.

Children in Wayne County and Detroit must not be locked up, forgotten and treated as an
argument for more resources to incarcerate youth.

Source: Detroit Free Press, March 23, 2023

Jonathan Sacks is the director of the State Appellate Defender Office.

27TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF ARTISTS
IN MICHIGAN PRISONS

Three hundred sixty unique artists inside 25
Michigan prisons collaborated with the
University of Michigan’s Prison Creative Arts
Project (PCAP) this year to showcase 645
pieces of art including paintings, three-
dimensional creations and drawings.

Left: The Weight of Time by Chris Levitt
“I wanted to paint the figure in a way

w here it is not clear if he will get back
up, because | often feel like I'm not able
to get back up and continue on.”



WE GROW OUT OF CRIME’: ADVOCATES URGE STATE T0 ABOLISH
JUVENILE LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE (MICHIGAN ADVANGE)

by Anna Gustafson of Michigan Advance (Page 1 of 3)
February 27,2023

In 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that sentencing juveniles to mandatory life without the
possibility of parole is unconstitutional.

But more than a decade later, there remain Michiganders who, years after entering prison, are
continuing to serve out their life sentences for crimes they committed as children.

That must change, prison reform advocates said Thursday.

“The process here in Michigan in terms of reconsidering those cases, looking at resentencing, has
been extremely slow,” state Sen. Jeff Irwin (D-Ann Arbor) said. “... It's been over a decade, and we
still have folks who haven’t had the chance to make it through the process.”

Irwin was one of three panelists to speak during a discussion around ending life without parole
for juveniles and establishing more parole review opportunities for all Michiganders in prison. The
panel was held as part of the “Day of Empathy,” an annual event that advocates for an
improved criminal justice system. It is hosted by Safe & Just Michigan, a Lansing-based criminal
justice reform organization, and organized nationally by the Oakland, Calif.-based nonprofit
Dream.org.

Moderated by Pete Martel, a program coordinator with the American Friends Service
Committee’s (AFSC) Michigan Criminal Justice Program, panel members also included Jose
Burgos, a re-entry specialist with the State Appellate Defender Office; Sophie Ordway, a legal
research analyst with the Detroit Justice Center; and Lawanda Hollister, a statewide organizer
for AFSC’s Michigan Criminal Justice Program.

Irwin said he is poised to introduce legislation that would abolish juvenile life without parole in
Michigan. The senator was expected to introduce that legislation today but was unable to
because the Michigan Senate did not meet due to the winter storm.

Last year, Irwin, now-former Sen. Michael MacDonald (R-Macomb Twp.), Sen. Sylvia Santana (D-
Detroit) and now-Rep. Curtis VanderWall (R-Ludington) introduced Senate Bills 848-851 to
eliminate juvenile life without parole. Despite being bipartisan, those bills did not make it out of
the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee. The Legislature, then controlled by Republicans,
never voted on them.

With Democrats now in control of the state House, Senate and governorship, many are hopeful
the legislation is more likely to receive a hearing and vote.

“We believe in rehabilitation and want to provide opportunities for rehabilitation, and we
particularly want to make sure that people who commit their offenses when they're very young
get those opportunities,” Irwin said.


https://www.oyez.org/cases/2011/10-9646
https://senatedems.com/irwin/2022/01/31/senators-introduce-legislation-to-end-juvenile-life-without-parole/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ysgm4z2lfdcimg42orehxha3))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=2022-SB-0848
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(1pin1t0yul3wezqreglrs31i))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectName=2022-SB-0851

WE GROW OUT OF CRIME’: ADVOCATES URGE STATE T0 ABOLISH
JUVENILE LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE (MICHIGAN ADVANGE)

by Anna Gustafson of Michigan Advance (Page 2 of 3)
February 27,2023

For Jose Burgos, who was sentenced to life in prison when he was 16, the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision in 2012 paved the way to be able to leave prison at 43. Now he has dedicated his life to
working with returning citizens.

“I was always committed to coming home and making something good come out of a bad
situation,” Burgos said.

Twenty-five other states and the District of Columbia have banned life sentences without parole
for juveniles.

“It's time for Michigan to finally come into line with that ruling from the Supreme Court and join
the other states,” Burgos said.

There are 294 Michigan inmates who were sentenced to life terms when they were 18 years old or
younger and remain incarcerated, according to the Michigan Department of Corrections.

Both Burgos and Hollister, who served 34 years in prison before being released in 2020,
emphasized that Irwin’s bills are not “get-out-of-jail-free cards.” Curbing the amount of time that
people spend in prison is centered around the idea that individuals can significantly change and
grow. In other words, Burgos and Hollister said: They were not the same person going into prison
as they were when they left.

Those who have left prison after being sentenced to life in prison as juveniles “are entrepreneurs”
and are “working and living with their families,” Burgos said.

“We have proven we are a safe community to release,” he continued “We grow out of crime. This
is not a get out of jail free card. You have to show while you were incarcerated that you did all the
necessary things to correct your behavior.”

Extensive scientific research has shown there are significant developmental differences between
youths and adults with regards to decision-making processes, impulse control and susceptibility

to peer pressure. The Supreme Court noted this in its Miller v. Alabama decision in 2012 that ruled
juvenile life without parole constituted cruel and unusual punishment.

Studies have also shown low recidivism rates among people who were released from prison after
being sentenced to life without parole as juveniles. One study from the Philadelphia District
Attorney Office found a recidivism rate of 1.14% among 174 people who had previously been
sentenced to life without parole as juveniles.

In addition to the bills that would ban juvenile life without parole, Thursday’s panelists advocated
for what’s known as “Second Look” legislation that would allow courts to reevaluate sentencing
after individuals serve 10 years in prison. This type of legislation would apply to all Michiganders in
prison, not just juveniles. It is currently not introduced in the Legislature.
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https://cfsy.org/states-that-ban-life-without-parole-lwop-sentences-for-children/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/policy-brief/juvenile-life-without-parole-an-overview/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2011/10-9646
https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1084&context=justice-studies-facpubs

WE GROW OUT OF CRIME’: ADVOCATES URGE STATE TO ABOLISH
JUVENILE LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE (MICHIGAN ADVANGE)

by Anna Gustafson of Michigan Advance (Page 3 of 3)
February 27, 2023

Martel said this would be especially
instrumental in addressing Michigan
being an outlier when it comes to long

D f prison sentences, such as life
ay O sentences; the state has one of the
: country’s longest average prison
E M PATHY sentences. As of 2021, about 15,500
L ' people in Michigan were serving

sentences of 15 years or longer,
Ordway noted.

“We have thousands of people
serving these long sentences; many
of them are sentenced to die in
prison,” said Martel, who was
incarcerated from 1994 through 2008.

“Second Look seeks to address
problems we have in Michigan with
people serving long sentences, and
there’s no avenue for release,
regardless of their behavior, who they
develop into” while in prison, Martel
continued.

SECOND LOOK" PROPOSAL INTRODUCED: PLAN CREATES 10-YEAR SENTENGE REVIEWS

On April 19, criminal justice reform advocates gathered at the Michigan State Capitol steps to rally for new
legislation being introduced to create a Second Look policy for people who are incarcerated. Under the
proposal, sponsored by Sen. Stephanie Chang (D-Detroit), people who have been incarcerated for 10 years
would have the right to request their sentence be reviewed. That would give people an opportunity to argue
that the original sentence wasn’t appropriate, or that the person is no longer a threat to the community.

During a Second Look petition, a judge could weigh factors such as whether a person had been a victim of
domestic violence acting in self-defense, for instance, or take a person’s age at the time of a crime into
consideration. Other times, a sentence may no longer match society’s values, such as a long sentence for
marijuana possession, now that marijuana is legal for recreational use. If an original sentence is found to be
inappropriate, the judge could adjust a sentence to time served, reduce the sentence by at least 20 percent or
to no more than five years after their sentence reduction was approved, or deny the petition.

Learn more about Second Look advocacy at SUM's website, safeandjustmi.org.



https://www.safeandjustmi.org/2019/02/27/the-long-haul-why-long-sentences-hurt-everyone-in-michigan/
https://www.safeandjustmi.org/2019/02/27/the-long-haul-why-long-sentences-hurt-everyone-in-michigan/

LIFE AFTER PRISON

After over 28 years incarcerated as a juvenile lifer,

James Fuson came home to Hamtramck on

September 27, 2022.

In our last edition of The Drum, we highlighted a
portion of James' first piece in the Three Fold A

Quarterly. Below is an excerpt from part two entitled -
"Life After Prison: The First Three Months" L

"...[A] possible symptom of PTSD comes from the air sirens. In prison, once a month, they sound
an extraordinarily loud siren facility wide. They call it emergency count or mobilization. It’s
similar to the siren the city will test on the first Saturday of the month. Except in prison, it could
be on any day, although it’s usually reserved for sometime towards the end of the month, day
unknow n.

The other difference between the city siren and the prison siren is that the city siren will be for
an imminent tornado, w hile the prison siren means a mass shakedown, hours stuck inside the cell,
a facility-wide property check (a mock pack-up), or some other oppressive action by the prison.

When that siren goes off, wherever you are at, whatever you're doing, you have to stop and
immediately return to your cell. Do not go to the bathroom, do not get any water. Close your cell
door and get on your bunk. Although you can get off your bunk after two guards make their
count rounds, you can'’t leave the cell until the facility returns to normal operations. You're
supposed to be able to go to the bathroom and get some water after an hour in the cell, but this
is largely left up to the discretion of the guards.

This process is ingrained into prisoners. It has taken place at every prison for decades. You
wonder what’'s going on if they do not call it. When the siren goes off, your body reacts, your
heart quickens, you rush to gather your things, to try to get things done, anything, before you
step into that cell. It is a part of the prisoner’s life.

So on my first Saturday of November, while walking back to my place, the city siren went off. |
had all the initial reactions of someone inside—the heart-jumping need to get back quick. At the
time, | didn’t know this was every month, so | didn’t know what was going on, why the siren was
being sounded. | even got my phone out to record it, because | couldn’t believe | was hearing this
out in the free world.

The whole time the siren went off, | thought of the shakedowns and lockdowns. | wondered, even
though | knew it wasn’t a possibility, if a car full of guards would show up to search my place.

Unrealistic and irrelevant thoughts, but present in my mind anyway.

This is part two of a two-part diaristic essay by Fuson. Read Fuson's first installment

here: threefoldpress.org/endofalifesentence
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#LIFEBEYONDLIFE FROM SAFE & JUST MICHIGAN

Legislation has been introduced in Michigan to bring us in line with 27
other states in ending juvenile life without parole. To help understand
why this practice needs to end - Safe & Just Michigan presents
#LifeBeyondLife - a storytelling and information project featuring
individuals sentenced to life in prison as children who have since been
released due to U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

The world agrees that children cannot be held to the same standard of
responsibility as adults. A global consensus exists around the need for
special protections for youth in the criminal justice system — yet the
United States — and Michigan in particular - remains a shameful outlier
in continuing to sentence youth to die in prison.

The compelling stories and journeys featured in #LifeBeyondLife can be
found here: https://www.safeandjustmi.org/life-beyond-life/
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Kenneth Barnett (pictured with Jose Burgos
from SADO's Project Reentry)

Montez Stovall (pictured with SADO team,
Chelsea Richardson, Adrienne Young, and
Sofia Nelson)

Robert Goodyear (pictured with Anna Kohn
of Project Reentry)

WELCOME HOME!

A hearty congratulations to SADO juvenile
lifer clients who rejoined our community so
farin 2023. The five men in these photos

represent over 180 years of time served.

Ervin Jennings (pictured with
Safe & Just Michigan's Ken Nixon)

Albert Garrett
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HOMECOMING SPOTLIGHT:
ERVIN JENNINGS

On April 18, 2023 after 3l
years, Ervin Jennings (pictured
with Marvin Cotton Jr.) finally
arrived home. Ervin shares his

journey with Project Reentry:

Project Reentry. Ervin, what has been the most exciting thing about coming home?
Ervin Jennings: Reuniting with my siblings in one place!

PR. Are you working?
EJ: I've applied for over 20 jobs since last week. I’'m not trying to set a type of goal where | need to
work at a certain job. | want to get acclimated, and then say, okay, what’s the next big step for work?

PR W hat has been the most difficult about coming home?

EJ: Change. Everything has changed. The actual position of things in the neighborhoods has changed,
like walking down Jefferson. Nothing was the same as | remembered. Certain streets had actually
moved, it was crazy. | wanted to go to the scene of my crime and just pay respects in a way, but it
was like nothing was there. Nothing. | could probably walk blind to that spot, that’s how engrained it is
in my mind. But going there and seeing that it was just gone, | was like... 0of.

PR W hat advice would you give to folks coming home?

EJ: On that first day home, do what you have to do mandatorily - don’t make plans for anything else,
because it’s all going to change. You don’t know what life is until you start living it. So when you get
[here] and start, reality hits you in the face. There are things you'll want to do but family and friends
show up, and everyone is pulling at you. That’s where my patience had to come in because some
people | hadn’t heard from in 31 years.

PR W hat would you tell people inside still fighting for freedom?

EJ: Be patient. Be patient and don’t look at what other people going through as if they're ‘beating’
you. Just stay focused on your task, every person’s case is different. | struggled with that, watching
people go home who had less time than me. | didn’t know the circumstances of the cases, | had
extenuating circumstances as far as what was involved in my case, so it was like | had to learn to just
focus and be patient because you are given an opportunity that you don’t necessarily have to get.
You’ve been blessed, so look at the blessing. Your time is going to come.

PR. Most importantly, what’s the best meal you've had?
EJ: A cheeseburger from Five Guys! That was delicious.
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FROM SAFE & JUST MICHIGAN

Automatic Expungements - What You Need to Know

How did we get to this point?

Prior to April 11, 2023, individuals seeking an expungement of past convictions have had
to petition the courts to have those offenses expunged. This will change when the
second phase of Michigan's Clean Slate Act goes into effect on April 11, 2023, this new
process will allow for convictions to be expunged through an automated system. This
system will be established and run by the State of Michigan, in conjunction with the
existing network of courts around the State.

Learn more about MI's Clean Slate Act: bitly/MICleanSlate FAQ.

Learn more about Ml's automated expungement process: bit ly/MSPCleanSlate.

What types of offenses are ineligible for Automatic Expungement?
Please note that while the offenses listed below are not eligible for automatic
expungement, they may still be eligible for expungement through the petition process.

o Assaultive Crimes - eg. Aggravated Assault or Felonious Assault

* Serious Misdemeanors - eg. DUl or Domestic Violence

* Crimes of Dishonesty - eg. Felony Embezzlement or Uttering and Publishing

+ Any offense punishable by 10 or more years - e.g. Home Invasion 1st or Unarmed
Robbery.

* Any Human Trafficking violation

death. a minor or vulnerable adult
* Any other conviction listed under MCL 780.621c which is ineligible for expungement
through the petition process.

| have other offenses on my criminal record that are not eligible for Automatic
Expungement. Is the petition process still an option to expunge those records?

While this new automated system will create an alternative pathway to an
expungement, individuals who are eligible to expunge certain convictions through the
traditional petition process will still be afforded that option as well

As seen in the table below. Michigan's automated expungement process can be broken
down into 4 main components. Each component is responsible for the expungement of
a specific type of offense.

Questions? Contact Safe & Just Michigan at 517 258 1134 or info@safeandjustmiorg.

Safe & Just

Michigan

Last updated March 23. 2023.
www safeandjustmiorg
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PARTNER HIGHLIGHT: HERE TO HELP WITH BOB SCHWARTZ

From 2007, when Here to Help (HTH) was launched, until
January 2023, HTH helped over 20,000 people in
southeastern Michigan who were facing an emergency need.

HTH began Returning Hope to Returning Citizens in August
2020, to assist returning citizens as the need is so significant
for those coming back from prison and who have no clothes,
no food, no income, no job, and potentially no direction.

HTH wants to be there from the moment they walk out of
prison and help them achieve success and provide them the
hope, love, guidance, and friendship that has often been
missing in their life. HTH have and we will continue to make a
tremendous impact by helping this hard-working group, who
are in desperate need.

Get more information and request assistance here:
https://www.heretohelpfoundation.org/gethelp

PROJECT REENTRY NEEDS
YOUR SUPPORT!

WE ARE SEARCHING FOR NEW COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO HELP US SUPPORT
OUR CLIENTS AS THEY RETURN!

Within the next few years, at least 200 SADO clients
will be able to petition for resentencing hearings
thanks to changes in Michigan’s juvenile lifer laws.

SADO’s Project Reentry was previously partnered
with a local church who was able to provide a week’s
worth of clothing and hygiene products for clients
being released upon resentencing for the past seven
years. Now, we are reaching out to you to ask if you
might be willing to help!

PLEASE CONTACT PROJECT REENTRY AT SADOREENTRY@GMAIL.COM, OR ANNA KOHN AT AKOHN@SADO0.0RG
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MAY WORKSHOP: POST-TRAUMATIC PRISON DISORDER WITH SHAWANNAH VAUGHN

Post-Traumatic

Prison Disorder Y
with Shawanna Vaughn, Silent Cry '

Shawanna Vaughn started
"Silent Cry,” a New York-
based nonprofit that takes a
holistic approach to aftercare
from mass incarceration, gun
violence, and trauma. In this
workshop, she'll discuss the
effects of incarceration on
mental health. Co-presented
with Gaskins EL. Rl
MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 @RI
5:45 PM (DOORS LOCK AT 6:00) -, ¥

All are welcome.

Light refreshments provided. Please RSVP at
www.sado.org/go/silentcry

or email akohn@sado.org for more information.




